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On January 27, 1986, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a letter from Edwin
Poncho (appellant).  Appellant seeks assistance with an employment dispute in which he is
involved with the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana.  Allegedly, appellant was discharged from his
position as tribal administrator for the Coushatta Tribe without notice or an opportunity for a
hearing.

The appeal is docketed under the above case name and number which should be cited in
all future correspondence or inquiries regarding the matter.  The Board finds, however, that the
circumstances of this case require that it be dismissed.

Appellant states that he was discharged from a tribal position.  He cites no action taken 
in regard to his discharge by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).  The Board has jurisdiction to
review legal determinations made by BIA under 25 CFR Chapter I; it does not have jurisdiction
over decisions rendered by tribal officials in matters committed to the tribe.  See, e.g., 25 CFR
2.19(c)(2); 43 CFR 4.1; 43 CFR 4.330; Hawley Lake Homeowner's Ass'n v. Deputy Assistant
Secretary--Indian Affairs (Operations), 13 IBIA 335 (1985), and cases cited therein.

Appellant's cause of action, if any, is against the tribe.  In response to appellant's specific
question of whether or not he can obtain a hearing before a Federal judge, the Board is not
authorized to advise appellant of whether he has a cause of action reviewable in Federal court. 
The Board notes, however, that 25 CFR 11.1(a)(22) indicates the Coushatta Tribe is serviced by
a CFR court.  It is possible that appellant may have a right to a hearing before the CFR court, or
through other employee grievance procedures.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal is dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.
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Jerry Muskrat Wm. Philip Horton         
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